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Status 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This is an Office Action for application no. 10/077,062 in response to the RGB 
filed on July 17, 2006 wherein claims 1-3, 5-7, 9-14, 16-18, 20 and 22 are presented for 
examination. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-3, 5-7, 9-14, 16-18, and 20 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

C/a/7n Objections 

Claim 13 is objected to because of the following informalities: The claim states 
"sub-mages" which should be "sub-images". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 101 
35U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claim does not meet the 
35 U.S.C. 101 requirements (the claims have improper language regarding the 
computer program). Please see the USPTO "Interim Guidelines for Examination of 
Patent Applications for Patent Subject Matter Eligibility" Page 53 Lines 7-8 in the Official 
Gazette notice of 22 November 2005. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3, 9, 10, 12-14, 16, 17, 20 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by US Patent 5,777,720 to Shapiro et al. 
[claims 1, 3,13 and 20] 

As shown in Figures 7 and 9, Shapiro teaches an apparatus and method for 
producing a stereoscopic image comprising: 

The display means is an auto-stereoscopic display which provides sub-images 
spaced from one another rat a first distance along an X-axis and a second distance 
along a Z-axis so as to render the stereoscopic image (Col 3 Lines 30-38, Col 4 Lines 
1 8-41 ,Col 5 Lines 30-38). Note, Shapiro specifically teaches the calibrating for 
interpupillary distances and viewing distances (Col 5 Lines 30-38). 

A single user control (camera (37) and image analyzer (38) of Figure 7) operative 
to adjust the first and second distances of the stereoscopic image displayed by the 
display means wherein at least the first distance of the stereoscopic image displayed on 
the display means is adjusted to correspond to a distance between eyes of a user (Col 
10 Lines 28-47 and Lines 59-65, Col 11 Lines 50-61, and Col 12 Lines 2-20, Figs 10, 
1 la-lid, 12a-b). 
[claims 2, 12, 14 and 22] 

Shapiro teaches the use of the adjusting for multiple types of auto-stereoscopic 
displays (Figs 13-20). One such display is an LCD with a lenticular screen (Col 13 
Lines 30-38, Fig. 20). 
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[claims 9, 10, 16 and 17] 

Shapiro teaches the importance of adjusting the two variables in order for people 
who do not meet average observer parameters may perceive the three-dimensional 
effect of 3D displays (Col 2 Lines 1-10). Shapiro further teaches the first parameter is 
for changes in the X direction, which has been shown to adjust for interpupillary 
distance allowing for perceived depth. The second parameter is for the Z direction 
which relates to viewing distance (Col 10 Lines 59-65). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shapiro. 

[claim 18] 

As shown above for claims 1 and 13, Shapiro teaches the apparatus and method 
for stereoscopic display. The apparatus includes an Image analyzer (38) and a 
controller (16) which performs the method of Figure 9. Though Shapiro does not 
specifically teach the use of a program, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention that the processors would require a program to 
run the method (Official Notice). . 

Claims 5, 7, and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Shapiro in view of US Patent 6,816,158 to Lemelson et al. 
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[claim 5] 

As shown in Figure 7, Shapiro teaches the single user control is a camera (37) 
and image analyzer (38) which obtains images and adapts the display based on the 
users position and interpupillary distance (Col 10 Lines 28-47). Shapiro does not teach 
a physical user control such as a knob. 

Lemelson teaches an apparatus for producing a stereoscopic image comprising 
display means (10) for displaying an image and user control means (Fig. 1 1 ) for 
controlling two stereoscopic parameters (shifting and width) of the image displayed by 
the display means (Fig. 1, Col 7 Line 48-Col 8 Line 17); said user control means being 
a single control Qoystick) (Col 10 Lines 26-40). Note, Lemelson specifically teaches an 
example of simultaneous control, where in the viewer uses the joystick to move left and 
back (Col 8 Lines 36-40). As shown in Figure 1 1 , Lemelson teaches the use of a 
joystick (146) for use as the control means, which is functionally equivalent to a knob 
(Col 4 Lines 21-24 and Col 10 Lines 20-40). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use the manual controls of 
Lemelson with the stereoscopic display of Shapiro in order to allow the user to 
determine the desired display configuration as taught by Lemelson. 
[claim 7] 

Lemelson further teaches a remote device (8 of Fig. 1) communicating with said 
user control means (Fig. 11) (Col 8 Lines 18-54 and Col 10 Lines 20-40). As shown 
above for claim 5, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to use the manual controls of Lemelson with the stereoscopic 
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display of Shapiro in order to allow the user to determine the desired display 
configuration as taught by Lemelson, 
[claim 11] 

Shapiro teaches the ability to adjust the display within the parameters of the 
system (Col 12 Lines 9-19). Shapiro is silent on the user control being at a minimum 
the perceived depth of the image is at a minimum and as said single user control moves 
from a minimum to a maximum the perceived depth of the image increases. As shown 
in Figure 1 1, the control allows for a forward and backwards movement (depth). The 
movement is further controlled by a LUT (Col 9 Lines 30-31 and Lines 62-63). 
Lemelson further teaches the limit of the width based on the lenticular screen (Col 8 
Lines 12-17). Note, the use of the LUT provides a minimum and maximum value for the 
depth. 

As shown above for claim 5, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to use the manual controls of Lemelson with the 
stereoscopic display of Shapiro in order to allow the user to determine the desired 
display configuration as taught by Lemelson. 

Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shapiro 
and Lemelson as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of US Patent 6,760,020 
to Uchiyama. 
[claim 6] 

Shapiro teaches the apparatus of claim 1 . Shapiro and Lemelson further teach 
the use of a manual control for a user to control the display, as shown above for claim 5. 
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Lemelson teaches the remote control as shown in Figures 1 1 and 12. Lemelson does 
not teach the use of a graphical icon. Uchiyama teaches the use of graphical icons to 
provide a user a visual of the control means (Col 1 1 Lines 15-29, Fig. 16). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
provide a graphical icon for the user control in order to provide a visual of the 
parameters changed as taught by Uchiyama. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

US Patent 6,040,807 to Hamagishi et al. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Erick Rekstad whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7338. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mehrdad Dastouri can be reached on 571-272-7418. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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